
How can art teachers 
add a C4 lens to their 
instruction? What are 
they already doing, 

what can be layered on 
top?



ELEMENTARY ART
LESSONS

With a c4 
lens

Abstract Painting 
4th Grade

Abstract Painting 
3rd Grade

Character Design



Click on the 
magnifying glasses 
to see how the lens 

of c4 was used
Home



Topics Standards



Topics an 
art teacher 
might 
already be 
covering



Applicable 
Ohio 
Standards

4.1CR Find and solve problems of personal relevance and 
interest when developing art-making ideas. 
4.2CR Select materials and processes to solve artistic 
problems. 
4.3CR Consider the elements of art and principles of design 
to create visually effective compositions.
4.1CR Find and solve problems of personal relevance and 
interest when developing art-making ideas.
 4.2CR Select materials and processes to solve artistic 
problems. 
4.3CR Consider the elements of art and principles of design 
to create visually effective compositions.
4.1RE Identify qualities that contribute to the design and 
meanings of works of art. 
4.3CO Demonstrate empathetic reactions in response to 
works of art.





● Thinking metaphorically
● Thinking in a new way 

about themselves
○ Independence vs. 

Interconnectedness 
tension

● Opportunities to explore 
interconnectedness:

○ Where do you see 
connections with 
someone else?

○ What would the pattern 
of your partnership, 
group or class look 
like? How would 
everyone be included?

Thinking Routine Color, Shape, Pattern



How can museum art and 
artifacts help students 
think about how creativity 
can inspire thought and 
action slow down? e.g., by 
asking questions like:

● How does this artwork make 
you feel? What do you 
think might make you feel 
this way?

● What do you think the 
artist cares about in this 
work? What do think the 
artist might want us to 
care about or think? 

● How might this artwork 
represent the artist’s 
identity?





Applying 
Elements and 
Principles to 
represent 
aspects of 
their identity

What choices 
did you 
make? Why?



Ne
xt 
Sli
de







Standards



Applicable Ohio Standards

3.1CR Identify and choose between multiple sources in preparation for art making. 
3.2CR Investigate artistic challenges using various materials and tools. 
3.3CR Experiment with the elements of art 
3.2PR Demonstrate expressive and purposeful use of materials and tools. 
3.3PR Use principles of design to arrange the elements of art.
3.1RE Compare and contrast personal interpretations of works of art with those of 
peers. 
3.2RE Use feedback and self-assessment to improve the techniques utilized in 
personal artworks.







Students 
chose a 
mood from 
the mood 
meter to 
represent 
in their 
painting.



Students began by 
experimenting with 
the elements of art in 
mini paintings. 

Students chose 
different mini 
paintings to represent 
different moods from 
the mood meter and 
explained their 
thinking.





Reflection ● Collaborative 
discussion to 
grow ideas

○ Influence/Inspiration

● Creativity 
Challenge
○ Imagination/ 

Investigation

● Real life 
connections

○ Emotional Awareness 



Growing our 
ideas with a 
partner 



Creativity Challenge



Real life connections
○ Gallery walk to share 

connections 
■ Interconnectedness



Real life connections ○ How did you move up on the 
move meter?

○ When is a time someone helped 
you?

○ When did you help someone 
else?







Imagine your fear as a scary 
monster, how can you turn it 
into a silly monster to make 
it less scary?

We all have fears
○ Interconnectedness/

Imagination

Celebration: Create a party 
that all of your monsters 
would enjoy!

Creating 
Monsters 





Designing for 
the needs of 
someone else






