A C4 JOURNEY
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Worthington City Schools
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There once was a teacher who dreamed of inspiring her students to be kind,
curious, agents of change in the world. Fresh from an incredible week at the
Teach For Creativity Institute at the Columbus Museum of Art, the Teacher was
excited to start the 2019-2020 school year with fresh new ideas.
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The Teacher was even more excited when she was invited to join a group of
inspiring educators to work on a new project with CMA and researchers from
Harvard’s Project Zero. What an honor to get to work on something new and
innovative!

3

At ﬁrst the Teacher was intimidated by the work that the group would do.
Creativity made sense to her, but what about Civic Mindedness? Would she
have anything of value to contribute? Excited to keep her learning from the
Teach For Creativity Institute moving forward, the teacher pushed aside her
self-doubt, and dove into the project, never looking back.
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From the very beginning, each time they
met, teachers, researchers, and thinkers
all shared ideas and had opportunities to
practice new ways to ﬁnd the
intersection of creativity and civic
mindedness with their students. The
teacher looked forward to the meetings
at the museum, and also to meetings
with other teachers who were involved
from her district.
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She reﬂected on her teaching practices and
looked for opportunities for students to share
in leading the learning, and making their
thinking visible. Immediately she noticed a shift
in student engagement, and in her questioning
as well. Thinking ahead, she looked forward to
having a better understanding of the trajectory
of the project, and how she could be more
intentional with her planning once she saw the
bigger picture.
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Then, the unthinkable happened as the
pandemic began, schools shut down,
and time became divided between “the
before times” and “the new normal.”
Everyone was forced to adapt, and the
Teacher found ways to contribute to her
school community from a distance.
Creativity Challenges designed to inspire
the imagination of students using what
they had at home brought comfort to
children when hugs could not be shared.
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The ﬁrst year of the C4 project ended with a Zoom celebration that year, and
the Teacher was thrilled to be with these colleagues, as they discussed their
learning from the year (submitted as posters), and looked forward to what the
project might bring the following year. The virtual celebration was magical, but
the Teacher looked forward to the beginning of the next school year, when the
group would be able to meet again in person.
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Of course we know that the 2020-2021 school year was anything but
predictable! As the Teacher shifted back and forth from teaching
virtually, to teaching different groups of students on alternating days,
and eventually to teaching her whole class of students at once, the
virtual C4 meetings became a place of refuge, joy, and
encouragement. Throughout the chaotic year, C4 helped the Teacher
found peace, and the drive to stay curious as a learner herself. The
C4 space became less mysterious, and the Teacher noticed the
intersections between the Is (Investigation, Imagination, Inﬂuence,
Interconnectedness) in the world, her community, and in her
classroom. She continued to reﬁne her questioning skills to as she
intertwined creativity, civic discussions, and required second grade
content in a physical and virtual space. That year, she worked
especially hard to use what she was learning to make sure that her
students felt safe and loved in a world that did not always make
sense.
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Her students learned to feel comfortable asking big questions and problem
solving together. The Teacher also felt comfortable and spent less time
worrying about whether or not what she was doing in her classroom was C4
focused, because she knew that it was! Class projects were created based on
student investigations, and students regularly used their imaginations to
explore independently, and together.
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At the end of the year, as the teacher
looked forward to the following school
year, she wondered where her C4
journey would lead to next. This
wondering was bitter-sweet as she
realized that she was about to begin
her ﬁnal year on the C4 project that
fed her curiosity. It also brought her
moments of great joy during such a
challenging time in history.
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The 2021-2022 school year was in
some ways more challenging
than the previous year, and
again, C4 was a beacon of hope
and inspiration that kept the
Teacher going. The monthly
meetings with all involved, in
addition to meetings with her
Inquiry Group were so important
to her that she did not want to
miss them, even when she got
sick herself!
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As the school year wound down, the Teacher knew that she would continue be
a C4 learner. Each school year, new groups of students bring different
perspectives and opportunities to ask questions and investigate what matters
to them. It is the teacher, who gets to lead and learn along with the class, by
offering opportunities for for creative and civic engagement by asking the
right questions. Students learn that their thinking is valued and will want to
ponder and share by hearing a simple, “What makes you say that?” or, “Tell me
more about that.” Because of C4, the Teacher knew what questions to ask, and
how to take time and proceed from there along with her students, to the
places where ideas intersect, or to places where there may be tension. That’s
where the magic happens.

Artist’s Statement
I chose to write a short story about my C4 journey. As the project concludes, it was
important to me to give myself an opportunity to reflect on my mindset when we
started, through my current thinking. The Teacher is me, and while I could have
written so much more, I included my big takeaways from my time with the C4
project. It fundamentally changed the way that I teach and interact with my
students (and my own children!) for the better. I used to think that I was giving
students opportunities to share their thinking and explore their interests. Now I
know and have seen that my students are capable of so much more than people
give them credit for. We have to encourage their curiosity with thought provoking,
authentic material, asking them questions, and really listening to their ideas. We
can learn so much from them.

